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Flax in Saskatchewan

A Approximately
800,000 to
1,000,000
acres of flax
are grown in
Saskatchewan
every year




Flax in Saskatchewan

A Most seed is exported and
crushedto make linseed
oll for linoleum, paints,
stains, ink, form release
agents




Flax in Saskatchewan

A BUT more / - 28 B
and more ' 5>
seed Is
being
ground
for animal
and human
nutrition
and health
market
products



Flax in Saskatchewan

A For every
acre of
flax
grown,
0.5t0 2.0
tonnes of
straw IS
produced




Traditional Uses for Flax Straw

A Specialty paper (e.g., cigarettes)
A Bale Shelters

~uel for straw stoves

Duck Nesting Sites

_ining Ditches

~lax Straw Mulch

_Ivestock Bedding

Do To To Do Ix




Traditional Flax Straw R&D has
focused on:

A Collecting, processing and uses of straw
SALVAGED from the back of a combine

A low value end uses that can use low quality
straw (e.g., specialty paper, low end plastic
composites)



Lack of Profitable End Use:s
At present 15%-20% of flax straw used,
Remainder chopped and spread or burnt




Flax Straw Composition

A Fiber, Shive and Dust

A Fiber content in flax straw is variable
I Range 2% to 30%
I Normal 13% to 18%

A Shive 60% to 75%
A Remainder is Dust



BUT flax can be a four letter
ndwor do f or env
sustainability. Itis:

ARenewable
ABiodegradabls

AEnergy

Efficient
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What can we do to capture the
potential?

A Find new ways to:
I manage straw in the field

I grade and value different types of straw
| process different straws in different ways
I use flax fiber and shive

I Improve costeffectiveness of the above
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What Higher Value Processors
Dondot Want
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Plastic
Ixed
Ith
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Weedy Fields
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